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In my last book. High Treason 2 , I said that I would not 
write another book on the assassination of John F. Kennedy or 
anything else along those lines. You can see how good my word 
is. Normally I do keep my word, as many who know me know very 
well. 


But I never finished this work, and too many letters came 
along with questions and expressing the need for me personally 
to go on. Beside, I knew I wasn't done. I certainly hope that I 
can go back to my life somewhere along the line. Too much needed 
clarification. I made more mistakes, I'm sure. 

An enormous problem in the evidence was overlooked when the 
House Assassinations Committee found in 1978 that the first 
shots were at about frame 157 of the Zapruder film. Since the 
Warren Commission said that it was impossible to fire until the 
car came out from beneath the tree at frame 210, how could this 
be? The House indicated that there must have been a hole in the 
leaves and branches that the sniper could see through at that 
point. Surly such a gap would have been observed by the police 
and federal agents who studied the line of fire from the alleged 
sniper's window. 

But we know from the tragectories that some of those shots 
came from low down. 


Enough credit cannot be shown to some of the earliest 
researchers, such as Dick Sprague (Richard E. Sprague, not the 
same Richard A. Sprague, the first chief counsel of the House 
Assassinations Committee) who did the earliest and most 
comprehensive studies of the photograhic evidence, later co- 
opted by various photo technicians and publicists for the case, 
without giving due credit (a common disease in academic and 
assassination research circles). Sprague's landmark articles 
appeared in Computers and Automation .^ and later Computers and 
People . At the time, computers and anything connected with it 
was very exotic science and technology. Sylvia Meagher expresses 
her gratitude to Sprague in her book. Accessories After The 
Fact, in a footnote stating that Sprague found the photographs 
and films of some twenty people overlooked by the Warren 
Commission in their sloppy handling of the evidence. ^ 

Christopher Sharrett says that Sprague "Was the founding 
father of the photographic evidence." I might add that Harold 
Weisberg did a certain amount of work with the visuals as well 
in those early years of inquiry into the assassination. It is 
worthwhile to note another article to which many researchers owe 
a lot: "The framing of Lee Harvey Oswald."^ 

One story has it that it was Sprague, while working with 
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Richard Billings at Life , obtained a copy of the Zapruder film 
and made it available to others who got it out to the public. 

It is unfortunate that - Sprague, like so many other 
researcheres, as Christopher Sharrett relates were asked by 
Robert Blakey to go home, after being invited to come to 
Washington, and their research and evidence was ignored. Those 
who remained as consultants to the Committee were those who 
could validate the committees needs, such as the wrong 
motorcycle policeman in the wrong place. Such treatment had a 
bad effect on the minds of many, and Sprague, like so many 
others, lashed out at any handy taerget. From that moment on, 
paranoia and its results were far more endemic in the "critical 
community . " 

!• Computers and Automation "The Assassination of Presiderft" John 
F. Kennedy: The Application of Computers to the Photographic 
Evidence," By Richard E. Sprague, May, 1970, 

2* Accessories After The Fact , by Sylvia Meagher, Vintage /Random 
House, New York, 1967, p. 22. 

3. Computers and Automation . "The Framing of Lee Harvey Oswald, 
by Richard E. Sprague, October, 1973. 


2 



